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Apple	first	took	the	wraps	off	iOS	13	back	in	June	at	its	annual	developer	conference.	The	update	arrived	in	September,	followed	by	some	updates	that	added	new	features	and	fixed	bugs.	And	now,	as	of	the	end	of	October,	we're	up	to	iOS	13.2.In	terms	of	bringing	new	features,	iOS	13.2	isn't	anywhere	near	as	significant	as	the	initial	iOS	13	was.	Still,
there	are	a	bunch	of	new	features	in	this	release.	If	you	own	one	of	the	new	iPhone	11	models,	iOS	13.2	adds	support	for	Deep	Fusion	photography	and	its	more	detailed	images.	There's	support	for	the	just-announced	AirPods	Pro	earbuds,	and	you	can	now	opt	out	of	Siri	recording	your	requests.If	that	sounds	like	something	you	want	right	now,	it's
time	to	install	iOS	13.2.	Here's	how	to	get	Apple's	updated	OS	onto	your	iPhone.	And	be	sure	to	check	out	our	full	iOS	13	review	to	see	how	well	all	of	the	new	features	in	that	major	update	work,	from	the	all-new	system-wide	Dark	Mode	to	the	redesigned	Photos	app.	Should	I	download	iOS	13.2?iOS	13.2	is	the	second	major	refinement	of	iOS	13	that
Apple	pushed	out.	(iOS	13.1	came	out	a	few	days	after	the	initial	release)	At	this	point,	iOS	13	should	be	safer	and	more	reliable	than	the	version	that	debuted	in	September.	So	you	should	go	ahead	and	feel	confident	in	downloading	it,	especially	if	you	already	installed	iOS	13	on	your	iPhone	and	you've	had	a	few	issues	with	it	thus	far.Which	iPhones
support	iOS	13.2?You'll	be	able	to	install	iOS	13.2	on	an	iPhone	6s	or	later	—	basically,	any	phone	released	by	Apple	since	2015.	That	includes	the	iPhone	SE,	and	iOS	13.2	runs	on	the	7th	generation	iPod	touch,	too.iPad	owners	have	their	own	version	of	iOS	13.	This	year,	Apple	split	iOS	into	two	versions	—	one	for	the	iPhone	and	one	for	the	iPad	with
more	tablet-centric	features.	iPadOS	13,	which	offered	many	of	the	same	improvements	found	in	iOS	13,	came	out	in	late	September.	To	find	out	how	to	download	that	update,	follow	along	with	our	handy	guide	for	iPad	users.Installing	iOS	13.2:	First	make	a	backupAnytime	you	install	a	new	OS	on	your	iPhone,	you	should	always	back	up	your	device
first.	And	archiving	that	backup	means	you'll	be	able	to	jump	back	to	the	older	version	of	iOS	should	this	release	prove	unstable.	(Like	we	said,	the	odds	are	low,	but	it's	always	good	to	have	a	backup	at	the	ready.Here's	how	to	back	up	your	iPhone	before	installing	iOS	13.2.1.	Plug	your	iOS	device	into	your	computer	and	launch	iTunes.	Click	on	the
iPhone	icon	to	access	your	device.2.	Backup	your	iPhone.	Make	sure	you've	selected	This	Computer	as	the	location	for	the	backup	and	then	click	Back	Up	Now.3.	Go	to	the	Preferences	Menu	and	select	Devices.	You'll	see	a	list	of	your	last	iPhone	backups.4.	Control-click	on	the	backup	you	just	made,	and	on	the	menu	that	appears,	select	Archive.	This
will	prevent	subsequent	backups	from	writing	over	this	version.How	to	Install	iOS	13.2	from	Your	iPhoneWith	a	backup	in	place,	you're	finally	ready	to	install	iOS	13.2	on	your	iPhone.	Here's	how	to	do	it	over-the-air.	(Since	this	is	a	big	update,	you	should	really	do	this	installation	over	Wi-Fi,	and	make	sure	your	iPhone	is	plugged	into	a	power
source.)1.	Tap	the	Settings	app	and	select	General.2.	Select	Software	Update.3.	iOS	13.2	should	appear	there.	Tap	Download	&	Install.4.	You'll	be	prompted	to	enter	your	passcode	and	then	you'll	need	to	agree	to	Apple's	terms	and	conditions.From	there,	the	iOS	13.2	update	will	start	downloading.	When	it's	time	to	install,	your	phone	will	restart.	The
installation	process	could	take	a	while,	so	be	patient.How	to	Install	iOS	13.2	from	iTunesSince	you	have	to	plug	in	your	phone	and	make	a	backup	anyway	when	installing	a	major	iOS	update,	I've	always	found	it	just	easier	to	run	the	installation	through	iTunes	—	at	least	on	Macs	that	still	run	that	app.	(iTunes	isn't	part	of	macOS	Catalina;	instead,	if
you've	upgraded	to	macOS	Catalina,	use	Finder	to	update	your	iPhone's	OS.)1.	With	your	iPhone	plugged	into	your	computer,	launch	iTunes.2.	Click	on	the	iPhone	icon	near	the	top	of	the	application	window	to	go	to	the	screen	where	you	can	manage	your	device.3.	Click	either	Check	for	Update	or	Update	if	iOS	13.2	is	already	listed	as	available.4.	Tap
Install	when	asked	if	you	want	to	install	the	download.5.	Agree	to	Apple's	terms	of	service.	You	may	be	required	to	enter	a	passcode	on	your	iPhone	or	iPad.	Once	you've	done	this,	the	software	will	begin	downloading	and	your	device	will	reboot	to	start	updating.	iOS	12	released	back	in	September	to	accompany	the	iPhone	XS,	XS	Max	and	XR.	And
now,	iOS	12.1	is	out,	bringing	a	few	extra	new	features	to	Apple's	mobile	OS,	like	Group	FaceTime	calls	and	Depth	Control	for	portraits.(Image	credit:	Tom's	Guide)The	software	update	is	now	live,	and	users	have	two	ways	of	installing	it	on	their	iPhone	or	iPad:	either	via	an	over-the-air	download,	or	by	connecting	their	device	to	a	PC	or	Mac	equipped
with	iTunes.Apple	has	touted	improved	performance	on	older	hardware	with	iOS	12.	We	tested	a	beta	version	of	the	update	ourselves	using	an	iPhone	6s,	and	found	some	modest	gains	in	launching	certain	apps.	According	to	Apple,	some	software	and	UI	elements	will	open	noticeably	faster	depending	on	the	hardware.	For	example,	the	iPhone	6	Plus
demonstrated	40	percent	quicker	app	launches	on	certain	occasions,	based	on	the	company's	claims.MORE:	10	Awesome	Hidden	iOS	12	FeaturesWhat	devices	can	install	iOS	12.1?iOS	12.1	supports	every	iPhone	dating	back	to	and	including	the	iPhone	5s.	The	iPad	mini	2	is	the	oldest	tablet	iOS	12.1	supports,	while	the	sixth-generation	iPod	touch	is
the	only	iPod	that	will	be	able	to	run	the	new	software.How	to	install	iOS	12.1	over	the	airWe	recommend	most	users	download	iOS	12.1	wirelessly	through	their	iPhones	and	iPads,	as	it’s	the	easiest	way	to	get	the	software.	Here’s	how:1.	Back	up	your	device.	It’s	generally	a	good	idea	to	do	this	before	any	major	software	update,	in	case	something
goes	wrong	and	you’d	like	to	roll	back	to	a	previous	version.	You	can	start	the	backup	process	by	going	to	Settings,	and	then	tapping	on	your	account	at	the	top	of	the	menu.2.	Tap	iCloud.3.	Scroll	down	the	page	below	most	of	the	toggles,	and	tap	iCloud	Backup.4.	Tap	Back	Up	Now.	This	process	should	only	take	a	few	minutes.5.	Now	that	you’ve
backed	up	your	device,	you	can	start	the	update.	Go	back	to	the	first	screen	in	Settings,	and	tap	General.	Be	advised	that	downloading	the	update	will	consume	a	lot	of	data,	so	you'll	have	to	be	on	a	Wi-Fi	network	to	do	it.6.	Tap	Software	Update.7.	Tap	Download	and	Install,	below	the	release	notes	for	iOS	12.1.8.	Enter	your	passcode	and	agree	to
Apple’s	terms	of	service.	The	software	package	will	begin	downloading,	which	will	take	a	few	minutes	to	complete.9.	Tap	Install	Now	to	begin	installing	iOS	12.1,	once	the	software	has	been	downloaded.	Your	phone	will	reboot,	and	when	it	starts	again,	it'll	be	updated	with	the	new	software.How	to	install	iOS	12.1	using	a	computerIf	you’re	unable	to
update	over	the	air,	you	can	always	trigger	the	update	via	a	PC	or	Mac	equipped	with	iTunes.	Here’s	how:1.	Open	iTunes.2.	Connect	your	iPhone	or	iPad	to	your	computer	using	a	USB	cable.3.	Once	your	device	is	connected,	click	on	the	iPhone	or	iPad	icon	near	the	top	of	the	application	window	to	go	to	the	screen	where	you	can	manage	your
device.4.	Click	Back	Up	Now	to	manually	back	up	the	contents	of	your	device	to	your	computer.	This	will	take	a	few	minutes.5.	Click	Update	at	the	top	of	the	screen.	If	there	is	no	option	to	update,	first	click	Check	for	Update,	and	afterwards	an	option	should	appear.6.	In	the	following	dialog	box,	tap	Install.7.	Agree	to	Apple's	terms	of	service.	At	this
point,	you	may	be	required	to	enter	a	passcode	on	your	iPhone	or	iPad.	Once	you've	done	this,	the	software	will	begin	downloading	and	your	device	will	reboot	to	start	updating.	When	it	relaunches,	you'll	have	iOS	12.1.	iOS	14.5	is	about	to	drop	and	WWDC	2021	is	only	weeks	away,	so	it	seems	this	is	a	good	moment	to	consider	what’s	next	for	Apple’s
mobile	systems.iPad	widgets	and	Home	screenAs	recently	noted	here,	Apple	is	expected	to	make	a	few	changes	to	widgets	and	Home	screen	layouts	on	iPads.	Principally,	users	will	be	able	to	place	widgets	anywhere	on	the	iPad	Home	screen,	rather	than	only	in	the	Today	View	column.	You’ll	also	be	able	to	replace	all	the	apps	on	your	Home	page	with
widgets.	And	expect	some	changes	to	the	lock	screen	also.New	icon	designsApple	has	altered	the	icon	designs	for	three	of	its	less	widely	used	apps:	Apple	Music	for	Artists;	App	Store	Connect;	and	the	Apple	Developers	apps.	All	three	now	look	more	3D,	embossed,	with	icons	surrounded	by	a	thin	lozenge-shaped	border.	These	revamped	icons	may
suggest	a	new	design	language	for	iOS,	particularly	as	the	same	design	lexicography	is	visible	in	macOS	Big	Sur.The	last	major	iOS	UI	design	took	place	in	2009.Notifications	changesEnterprise	users	may	like	the	improved	notification	controls,	which	become	more	responsive	to	status.	Bloomberg	recently	claimed	the	OS	will	introduce	more	granular
notification	controls.	These	may	include	a	little	intelligence,	so	your	device	may	not	issue	an	incoming	notification	chime	in	the	event	you	have	set	your	status	to	driving,	working,	sleeping,	or	other	custom	categories.Automated	message	responsesThese	changes	to	notifications	could	extend	to	message	response.	This	means	you’ll	be	able	to	create
automatic	message	responses	that	will	be	sent	to	others	if	you	are	contacted	while	working,	sleeping,	or	involved	in	other	activities	defined	by	the	user.	At	present,	iOS	will	only	share	an	automated	response	when	the	user	is	driving.	Automatic	message	responses	and	notification	changes	should	be	of	use	to	anyone	trying	to	focus	on	getting	work
done.Control	Center	gets	a	little	like	Big	SurThe	Control	Center	is	expected	to	see	a	redesign	that	makes	it	more	consistent	with	Control	Center	on	Big	Sur.	Apple	vs.	FacebookAs	Facebook	continues	to	dilute	privacy	in	WhatsApp,	Apple	may	move	to	make	iMessage	a	more	effective	competitor	to	the	service.	This	would	extend	to	conversation	flows
that	act	more	like	social	network	chats	rather	than	messages.Much	more	information	on	app	privacyApple’s	improved	privacy	menu	will	show	users	which	apps	are	collecting	data	about	them,	a	move	that	should	make	it	much	easier	to	identify	apps	that	attempt	to	undermine	Apple’s	App	Tracking	Transparency	rules.This	should	be	a	welcome	step,	as
it	will	make	it	much	easier	to	identify	developers	prepared	to	disrespect	customers	by	failing	to	disclose	their	privacy	practices	in	transparent	fashion.	It	will	also	be	of	value	to	enterprises	putting	together	approved-app	policies.Dual	biometrics?A	somewhat	dubious	claim	suggests	iOS	15	will	support	dual	biometric	authentication	for	future	devices,
offering	both	Touch	and	Face	ID.	Conceivably	this	would	allow	users	to	demand	both	authentication	methods	are	in	place	concurrently,	and	might	also	allow	them	to	favor	one	above	the	other,	such	as	when	using	Apple	Pay	while	wearing	a	mask.	What	devices	will	it	support?iOS	15	is	currently	expected	to	abandon	support	for	iPhone	6S,	6S	Plus	and
the	last	generation	iPhone	SE.	The	software	may	no	longer	support	iPad	Air	2	and	the	5th-generation	iPad	and	iPad	mini.	Once	the	OS	is	announced,	you’ll	be	able	to	check	their	status	here.Pro	apps	for	pro	iPads?iPad	critics	have	always	been	able	to	use	the	argument	that	Apple	doesn’t	offer	its	pro	apps	—	Final	Cut	Pro	X,	Logic	Pro,	and	Xcode	—	to
iPad	users,	not	even	on	the	iPad	Pro.Might	this	be	about	to	change?It’s	possible,	at	least	for	the	latest	M1-powered	iPad	Pro.	All	three	apps	have	already	been	made	native	to	run	on	M1-powered	Macs,	and	while	the	architecture	of	both	platforms	is	slightly	different	and	memory	requirements	may	limit	what	you	can	do	with	the	apps	when	run	on	an
iPad,	the	fact	both	machines	run	the	same	processor	surely	makes	this	more	likely.	Adobe,	meanwhile,	says	it	is	working	to	ensure	its	apps	run	natively	on	Apple’s	M1	computers	—	and	its	experience	developing	Photoshop	for	M1	Macs	surely	shows	what’s	possible	using	Apple	Silicon.My	take?	One	thing	you	need	for	a	pro	device	is	pro	apps,	and	the
opportunity	to	build	those	apps	for	iPad	Pro	has	never	seemed	greater.What	Apple	is	sayingApple	isn’t	discussing	the	future	of	its	operating	systems	yet	and	won’t	do	so	until	WWDC	starts	on	June	7.	The	company,	however,	is	foreshadowing	a	little	of	its	strategy.	Marketing	Vice	President	Greg	Joswiak	points	out	that	as	Apple	makes	its	devices	more
powerful	it	creates	opportunities	for	developers.“When	we	created	the	very	first	iPad	Pro,	there	was	no	Photoshop.	There	were	no	creative	apps	that	could	immediately	use	it.	But	now	there’s	so	many	you	can’t	count.	Because	we	created	that	capability,	we	created	that	performance	—	and,	by	the	way,	sold	a	fairly	massive	number	of	them	—	which	is	a
pretty	good	combination	for	developers	to	then	come	in	and	say,	'I	can	take	advantage	of	that.'	There’s	enough	customers	here,	and	there’s	enough	performance.	I	know	how	to	use	that.	And	that’s	the	same	thing	we	do	with	each	generation.	We	create	more	headroom	to	performance	that	developers	will	figure	out	how	to	use.”We’ll	find	out	much
more	about	this	—	and	the	APIs	Apple	intends	to	empower	its	developers	to	innovate	with	—	at	WWDC.Please	follow	me	on	Twitter,	or	join	me	in	the	AppleHolic’s	bar	&	grill	and	Apple	Discussions	groups	on	MeWe.	Copyright	©	2021	IDG	Communications,	Inc.
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